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Expedition to South America 
 
Project summary: 
 
One destination: Peru, specifically the Cordillera Blanca in the heart of the Andes. 
Objective: Reaching the Peruvian summits by interesting itineraries. 
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I/ Our destination: 
 
Peru is known for the Cordillera Blanca, “The White Mountain Range”, with many legendary 
6000m peaks (33 peaks over 5500m) covering a region of 200km times 50km. Rather than 
volcanic, the summits in this region remind of the Alps, however up-scaled in height and 
distance. The access to these peaks are difficult and lengthy and often several days are 
required to reach a summit.  
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The interest of our trip: 
 
The main interest of our project is to reach the peaks of the Cordillera Blanca by interesting 
and challenging routes, such as: 

• Chinchey 6333m by the west ridge (AD) 
• Alpamayo 5947m by the French Direct (D)  
• Quitararju 6036 by the north face (D)  
• Artesonraju 6025 by the south face (D) 
• Huascaran Sur 6768m  
• Huantsán 6395m 
• Chopicalqui 6354m by the south-east ridge (AD) 
• Tocllaraju 6032m by the north-west ridge (D) 
•  Vallunaraju 5686m by the north ridge (AD-) 

 
The final list of ascents depends on the current condition. Two of us speak Spanish fluently 
which is going to ease the onsite organisation considerably. 
The whole trip will be documented by photos and videos to share our adventures in the 
Andes. 
 
 
Dates:  
 
The departure is early august 2012 in order to benefit from the still favourable weather 
conditions till end of September. The duration of the trip is 2 months, a minimum to pretend 
exploring such a vast region and to achieve a number of successful ascents. Later we will 
move on south, in order to discover other regions. 
 
 
The story: 
 
It’s the story of 2 friends, who met during an endurance race (180km bike, 15km running, 
3km swimming and 2400m uphill ski touring within 24h) and share the same passion for the 
mountains. We have already succeded in climbing a number of challenging routes in the Alps 
such as the Zmutt ridge on the Matterhorn (D), the traverse Täschhorn-Dom (D), the west 
ridge of Salbit (ED), the goulotte Escarou Gabarrou on Aiguille du Chardonnet (D), the South 
Face of Schreckhorn (TD) to name a few. The third member is a friend from Davos with 
whom they shared a number of adventures in the Alpes. 
A break during our professional life allows us to explore new horizons without time 
constraints. We would like to extend the knowledge gained in the Alps to the Andes, where 
the distances and altitudes are even more impressive. 



 

II/ OUR EXPERIENCE 
 
 

Stephan Kenzelmann 
Stephan grew up in the mountains of the Wallis and has 
always dreamed of being on their summits. He has a 
passion for the mountain in all its forms (mixed routes, 
climbing, ice climbing) and has multiple 4000 to its active 
and some of the by demanding routes: Zmuttgrad 
Matterhorn, Dom-Täschhorn Traverse, Kuffner Mont 
Maudit, Schreckhorn south pillar and the Swiss Route on 
the Courtes (3856m).  
The other passion is the camera, something that never 
lacks on his trips to the mountains. He was also involved 
in film projects, two of which were awarded at the 
Festival of the Mets Wax, the Dahu Shaper Movie 
Night or to contest the Petzl Power of Light, that was 
seen on the Internet more than 20,000 times. 

 
 
 
Louis Bugnion 
As a child, Louis has spent his summers in the Val Ferret in 
the Swiss Alps, where he acquired a taste for outdoor life and 
where he soon challenged the verticality of the surrounding 
landscape.  
He lived in Davos for the last 5 years, where he could explore 
new playgrounds, Rätikon, Bergell, Bernina, Silvretta, by ski, 
climbing or with crampons. 
 
 

 
Marius Schaefer 
Marius grew up in Germany and he spends 
several years in Davos. He currently lives in 
Valdivia (Chile). After years of practicing 
triathlon, he turned to mountain sports through 
which he can express his love for exercise and 
the pleasure of being in nature.  
In Chile, he enjoys cross-country skiing on the 
high volcanoes and the climbing of big granite 
walls. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

III/ COMMUNICATION  
 
 

• Articles will be proposed to the journals of Swiss Alpine Clubs as well as in the 
specialist press such as the newspaper "Mountain Magazine" or “Outdoor”.   

• A website will be used to provide information during our expedition in the form of a 
blog.  

• A facebook page is also created for the occasion.  
• The outings will be entered on the western collaborative sites camptocamp.  
• Finally, pictures will be posted on our public galleries Ipernity and Flickr and videos on 

Vimeo and Zapiks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our strength lies in our team spirit which has built up along many trips in the Alps. Practicing 
together the mountain for years, we know each other very well. We were able to transmit our 
passion through our pictures and stories.  



 

IV/ OUR BUDGET:  
 
Source of funding: 
 
The main contribution is personal; however we hope to obtain a certain support for the 
equipment from the sponsors. Also once back we hope to gain some money with the 
publication of photographs and articles in magazines.  
 
The budget: 
 
The total cost of the expedition is estimated 21’600€, resumed in the table hereafter: 
 

Expenditure (Euros) Income (Euros) 

Description cost Description cost 

Transport:  Personal contribution 20600 

Plane and local transport 3000 Publication of articles, photos and 
videos 1000 

Equipment:    
Camping (Tent, Sleeping bag, 
matress, stove) 4000   

Technical outfit (Jackets, 
Down jackets, boots, trousers, 
underwear) 

6500   

Climbing hardware (Ice 
screws, Friends and Nuts, 
slings, ropes, Crampons, Ice 
Axes, …) 

6000   

Accomodation    

Guesthouse during transit 600   

Bivouac 0 !   

Food 1500   

TOTAL 21600 TOTAL 21600 



 

V/ ANNEX: 
 
1. Portfolio of Stephan with some impressions of our trips 
2. Project blog that contains the news, presentation of the expedition team and the project 
description (http://alittlebithigher.wordpress.com/) 
3. Video: Addicted – winner of Mets de la Wax (http://vimeo.com/11420030) 
4. Video:– The MAXI Power of a mini Light – contest winner Petzl : the Power of light 
(http://www.zapiks.fr/the-maxi-power-of-a-mini-lig.html) 
5. Some pictures of our trips in the Alps (Gallery Stephan) : 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/12850190@N05/sets/  
http://www.ipernity.com/doc/kenzderbenz/album/217496  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some impressions (Photos Stephan and Marius): 
 
 

Täschhorn-Dom traverse, Louis (2011) 
 
 

 
North Face of Bluemlisalphorn 

 

 
Marius in E.Z. Does it, Cerro Trinidad 

Cochamo Valley 
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Nadelgrat, linking four 4000 by one ridge 

 
 

 
Louis on the Zmutt ridge of Matterhorn 

 

 
Louis on the way to Schreckhorn 

 
 

 
Louis, Tête de Milon 


